
Illinois International
Port District
Transportation | Innovation | Community

Illinois’ International Economic Development Gem

Located In Chicago’s Southeast Side. 



Established by General Assembly in 1951

9 Members of the Board of Directors 

(Appointed - 5 Mayor and 4 Governor)

Critical link in the global supply chain

Three Land Areas – over 2,000 acres
Iroquois Landing

• Connector to St. Lawrence 
Seaway and Great Lakes

• Chicago Police Heliport
Lake Calumet

• River terminal connects to the 
Mississippi River down to Gulf

Harborside International Golf
• 52,000 rounds of golf annually
• 100+ annual events

Responsible for management of FTZ 22

Strategically positioned for growth

Port Overview



OUR  CONNECTIVITY  MAKES  US  GREAT      

Multimodal Connections



IIPD Connecting the Global Supply Chain by Water, Rail & Road

Imports
Sugar from Guatemala 

and Brazil via barge

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Stored
in warehouses

Refined
at the Port

Distribution
Deliver refined sugar via 

rail cars and trucks 

Imports
Timber from 

Canada on rail

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Stored 
at the Port

Distribution
Delivered to hardware 

stores and construction sites on trucks. 

Imports
Material imported via ship and 
barge across the Great Lakes

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Stored  
at the Port

Distribution
Put into trucks and delivered 
to construction sites

Production
Green steel 
produced in Iowa

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Distribution  
Brought to IIPD 
via truck

Exported
to Sweeden via ship



Improvements Underway
Over $150 million in grant funds supporting:

Construction of Iroquois Landing Dock Wall (PIDP)

Reconstruction of Butler Drive (State, City, County)

Warehouse improvements including new lighting 

and roofing (State)

Installation of solar panels, battery storage and 

purchase of heavy duty electronic equipment 

(USEPA)

Existing Conditions



Thank You!
Erik Varela
Executive Director
erikv@iipd.com
773-504-6844

mailto:erikv@iipd.com
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